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‘ Gentlemen, 

a Thank y a or: the: sical fdohe me;"in fe- 
lg Fee Sy a Copy of my Sermon, delivered upon 
my the laft Thankfgiving Day, for the Prefs... Your de- 
e fires and the Importance of the Subject then at- 
lk tempted to be difcuffed, are my Motives for con- 
| & fenting in my early Life to appear in fuch a pub- 
| lic? iieck. My Concern is, leaft I fhould do a 
| Difhonour.to sty great Doétrine of Gad’s Righte- 
| ee ouinefs and Goodnefs to his Churches, by my un- 
: b- equal endeavours to. make it “lhiftrious, ‘and to 


confirm the Faith of his. People upon the fure 
Foundation of the Gofpel, 

‘[have made fomeé ‘Additions "for IMluftration i in 
the Marginal Notes, and fome {mall Correétions in. 


. ’ the Original, which are fubmitted to your plea- 
fure, by , Vi ‘your affeGiionate Paftor, 
i htlebidd Jani s3.° P92 8 POS Fas buen 


~-Joseru Lyman. 
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SERMON 
Delivered upon a Day of Thankfgiving. 


. 


Behold I will fend my. Meffenger, and he fhall pre- 
pare the way before me: And the Lord whom ye 
feck fhall fuddenly come to his temple, even the Mef- 
Yfenger of the Covenant wham ye delight in: Behold, 

he foall come, faith the Lord of Ho/ts. 

But who may abide the day of his coming? And whoa 

~ foall pand. when He appeareth ? For He is like @ 
ctefiner’s fire and like. fuller’s foap. 


rg HE two firft chapters of this prophecy 
1 contain a reproof of the ingratitude of the 
children of ifrael, and the contempt which 
they caft upon God in their facrifices., 
The aggravation of their fin arofe from the pecu» 
liar favour and. goodneis of heaven to their nati-’ 
on, in’placing them above the reft of mankind, 
by the enjoyment of fpecial privileges. 
The priefthood incurred reproach bya bafe per- 
verfion of their office and the introduction. of 
manifold corruptions into divine worfhip. 


Their violation of the covenant of Levi, provo-: 


ked God ta render them contemptible before all 


the people: They were impoverifhed and became, 


- defpicable among their brethren, by the neglect of 


6° A T hank (otving 


the tribes in withholding their tithes and offerings. 
From cenfuring the Levites the Prophet proceeds 
to reprove the other inhabitants of Jerufalem for 
their intermarriages with ftrangers, and for vio- 
lating the covenant with ther lawful wives : 
hereby they were fecduced into idolatry and all the 


abominations of the heathen, whom the Lord had. x 


caft out before the face of their fathers. © +. - 
The Jews wearied God with their impatience 
and murmuring complaints. é i 
© They looked carefully for the promifed Meftfiah, 
a Prince to arife up in the family of David to be 
their deliverer out of all their affliGions, and to 
exalt them high above the nations. They im- 
peached ‘the divine goodnefs for delaying this 
diftinguifhing benefit to them, and faid, * Where is 
the God ot Judgment’. Or wherefore doth not 
the juft God fulfil his promifes, and fend us deli- 
verance ? Hereby they difcovered their, diftruft of 
the divine faithfulnefs ; and they wearied God with 
their infidelity and fufpicious jealoufy of his pow- 
er’and goodnefs. - But inftead of chaftizing them, 
as ‘their impatient murmurings had merited, God 
’ fent his Prophet with a new and merciful prediéti- 
on of Chrift’s coming, and the figns and manner 
thereof. This prophecy begins with our Text. 
In treating of which I fhall attempt 
1. A brief explanation of the feveral difting& 
parts thereof— And then, 
II. Dwell upon fome general truths contained 
therein, with more particular attention. And, 
I. Let us attend to a brief explanation of the 
feveral diftiné parts of the text.. 
The Prophet ufhers in‘his gracious prediction 
with the word, “Behold”, thereby challenging» 
the attention of his countrymen to fomething a 
thy 
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thy their higheft notice and tegard. 1 will fea” 


ithe Lord Jefus, who am the author of this pro- 
mife, by the mouth.of my Prophet, <¢ will fend”’. 
Chrift is the fource ofall benefits to the church. 
.** My meflenger. ’” Chrift’s meflenger or the fore- 
- runner who proclaimed his approach, was John 
the Baptift.. ‘‘ And he’ fhall _prepare the way be- 
fore me”. This did the Baptit, by preaching re- 
‘pentance unto Ifrael for the remiffion of fins. He 
enjoined renunciation of all their iniquities as a 
neceflary preparation for the reception of the 
Meffiah, upon his pnblic manifeftation tothe world. 
He preached that the kingdom of heaven: was at 
hand.—** And the Lord; whom ye feck, fhall fud- 
denly come to his temple”. In about fix months 
after the Baptift’s preaching, Chrift was made ma- 
nifeft, and anointed publickly by the Holy Ghoft, 
to his. work. In the days of our Préphet the 
people lamented the inferiority of the fecond tem- 

le to that which was builded by Solomon ; yet | 
he ets them know for their confolation, that it 
fhould become illuftrious, by the perfonal appear- 
ance of our Lord therein ; agreable to the words 
of the Prophet Haggai. ‘And 1 will fhake all 
Nations, and the defire of all nations fhall come: 
and I will fill this houfe with glory, faith the Lord 
of Holts. The glory of this latter houfe fhall be 
reater than the former, faith the Lord of Hofts” * 
he temple of Chrift extends not only to the tem- 

ple at Jerufa'em, but likewife to the gofpel church, _ 
which is frequently. ftiled, «« His temple’’, ‘and, 
**the temple of the living God”. Chrift will always 
protect his church ; he will not long abfent him- 
felf therefrom. Altho’ for their declenfion: he 
may vifibly hide his face and withdraw fome of 
his 


* Hag. chap, 2, vers 7yet 
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his {pecial favours for a feafon, yet he will not 
Jong ae his coming : He will never leave nor 
foriake them ; he will return upon the wings of 
his love: He will not tarry, but come « fudden- 
ly”’)** even the meffenger of the covenant: whom 
ye delight in.” Chrift is the great Prophet of his 


people and the head of the ‘covenant of Grace’; * 


pags silent be negligent in bearing meflages 
Of peace to the church. “He will be f2ithfal and 


yo My his work. The expreflions, “ whom ye 


, and whom ye delight in,’ evidetice, - that 
at all times there are fome who arein a:meafure 
faithful to the Saviour, who rejoice in his prefence, 


_and earneftly look for his return and abode in his 


church or temple.—“ Behold he thall come; faith 
the Lord. of Hofts”.) “The promife is repeated with 
the moft folemn aflurances to ftrengthen our cons 
fidence therein.. The Father hath promifed by 
his great Name, that Chrift thall return to his peo. 
ple. That fo they might have a ftrong confolas 
tion, fince it is impoflible for God to lic. ae 

__ “But, who may abide the day of his Coming 
However we are affured j that the nieflenger of the 
covenant will come ; yet it will frequently be with 
his terrible Majefty ;'in the way of fevere Judg. 
ments: He will chattife his heritage for their 
apoftacies ; and fend the mof fearful calamities 
upon the wicked, who defire not the Saviour’s aps 
pearance. ‘* God will fhake nations, when the de- 
fire of all nations fhall come. ”? The hearts of mas 
ay may fail them: Many may fall away in the 
tribulation of thofe days : The caufe may at. times 
appear defperate, and there may be an almoit 
total defection ; fome may ‘be brought to. death in 
the terrible confli& : For there thall be difirefs of 
mations ; the waves and fea roring..”? The Lord 


fhall 


Pe et me pigs ; t ¥ - Be ise 
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{hall break forth in his glory, froma dark and pitchy 
Cloud.—“ And who fhall ftand when he appear- 
eth?” Who fhall perfevere in the midft of thefe 
diftrefles ? Who fhall maintain their integrity? - 
who be found faithful to the end ? The Prophet’s 
words iatimate, that very few would ftand the tri- 
al. ‘ For he is like a refiner’s fire, and like fuller’s 
foap.” Fire is for the purification of metals: Silver 
and Gold aré caft théreifto to biird up thé drofs. 
» The fiiller’sfoap is afed to take out the {pots in 
cloaths and garments. Gold iscaft into the furnace, 
into the extremity of heat, before the alloy, the re- 
probat@*metals aré confumred ; when it returns, it 
comes forth pute gold. Ard likewife cloaths go 
through a fevere purification before all the blem- 
ifhes are wafhed away. Chrift is like this fire and» 
foap ; he raifes the fire of affliction and perfecution 
. to purge away the fins of his people: Many are 
wafhied ‘away in the filth : Many are confumed 
with the drofs, _ God’s children are feverely tried 
Many of their darling fins are burnt tp. He cons 
fumes in them, the wood, the hay and the ftubs 
ble: Things very precious to them. They aré 
often feeble and fore-broken under divine judg:-. 
ments, and are ready to cry out with the Pfakk 
mift *, “ © God, why haft thou caft us off fore- 
ver? why doth thine dager fmoke againit the 
fheep of thy pafture ?”? Chrift comes ‘“‘with the 
fan in his hand, and he will throughly purge his 
floor He fhall gather the wheat into his garner; 
and burii up the chaff with unquenchable Fire.” 
Thus Tha¥e explained éach part of our text fe 
parately. Let us fee how the promife which is 
twice repeated with fo much folémnity, was falfil- 
led, as it referred imnrediately to the Jews In du 
3B time 
© Pial. 74. ke 
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time, John the Baptift, our Lord’s forerunner, 
preached in the defert of Judea the baptifm of re- 
‘pentance for the remiffion of fins. * He cried fay- 
ing, prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his 
paths ftraight. He warned the people, that the 
‘Kingdom of Heaven was at hand. And accor- 
dingly, while he was fulfilling his courfe, Chrift 
came and was baptized of him in Jordan, and fet 
-up his public adminiftrations. He came with Pow- 
er and Authority. His doctrines were unexpec- 
ted. He had his fan in his hand. He calt off the 
Scribes and Pharifees and Jewith doctors,: difap- 
pointed their fond hopes of diftinction : He refu- 
fed to affociate with them. He chofe his fol- 
lowers among the defpifed and rejected of the na- 
tion. Thefe were led into fuch tribulation, that 
their hearts mifgave them, and finally when the 
meflenger of the covenant was cut off in. the 
midft of his week, they all forfook him and fled. 
And after his Refurrection, the church was befet 
with all the malice of a rancorous and perfecu- 
ting zeal. They were murdered ; they were dif- 
perfed ; they were wafted and laid moft defolate, 
until the iniquities of their perfecutors were full. 


Then Chrift came in fearful Judgments to avenge - 


his Blood and,,the Blood of his Martyrs, and the 
breach of his covenant: + There were wars and 
rumours of wars. Nation rofe again Nation, and 
Kingdom againft Kingdom ; there were Famines 
and Peftilences, and Earthquakes, in divers places ; 
and fuch tribulation as was not from the begin- 
ning of the world, even unto that time ; no, nor 
ever fhall be. And had not God fhortned thofe 
days, no flefh would have been faved; but for the 


Ele@’s fake, he fhortened them.— { There were 
voices 


* Luk. 3. + Mat. 24.—Luk. 21. =} Jofephus, 
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} 
voices and fights in the air ; the moft portentous 
prodigies ; army againft army-in battle array, 
engaged over the city : The found of trumpets 
and the moft aftonifhing noifes;te-fll their hearts 
| with terror and dire difmay. Thefe were 
but the beginnings of forrows, a prelude to that 
: awful and final excifion which they fuffered at the 
hands of Titus—Thus did the meffenger of the 
covenant come to his temple; to protec his 
_ church, and to execute wrath upon his enemies, 
Thus was he a Refiner’s Fire, and Fuller’s Soap, 
And how few did abide the day of his coming ? or 
ftand when he appeared? But let us now pafs on, 

Il. To confider of fome of the more general . 
truths in our text. es ae Se ee 

We are thence taught ; 

I, That Chrift will defend -his church. 

He came into the world a meflenger of the co- 
venant : And his covenant will he keep with his 
people. And he hath the fecurity of the Father’s 
promife. * His feed alfo will I make to endure for- 
ever, and his throne as the days of Heaven. If 
his children forfake my law, and walk not in my 
Judgments ; if they break my ftatutes, and keep 

“not my commandments; then will I vifit their ~ « 
tranfgreflion with the rod, and theiriniquities with 
firipes. Neverthelefs, my loving kindnefs-will | 
not utterly take from him, nor {uffer my faithful- 
nefs to fail. Once havel fworn by my Holineds, 
that | will not lie unto David. And our blefled 
Lord, when he was parting from his Apoftles, 
after his Refurrection, to revive. their drooping 
{pirits under the preffure of his abfence, gives them 
this refrefhing cordial + « Lo, 1 am with you al- 
way, even unto the end of the world”. By this 

we 


© Pfal, 89. 29-35. + Mat. 28, 20. 
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we have affurance, that at all times, and to the end 
of time, God will have a true miniftry, and a true 
church. _ Althongh-he may in a meafure forfake 
them for a little feafon, yet he will return ; he will 
return fuddenly. The gates, of hell thall not pre- 
vail. At times, the church may decline ; and God 
may frown: His people may go about the city 
feeking him whom their foul loyeth : They may en- 
tertain fears left he may have departeg te vifit them 
no more. £ But their beloved thall make hatte, 
and be like to a roe, or toa young hart, upon the 
mountains of f{pices”. * Chrilt will vifibly maintain 
his church wherein his worfhip and ordinances 
fhall be regularly adminiftred. Although after 
repeated provocations, and long-fuffering forbear- 
ance, he’ may caft offa particular people ; yet he 
will direct his minifters to turn to other nations ; 
and he will be found of them which fought not 
after him. We may never diltruft the divine pro- 
mife, “‘ For the Lord whom ye feek {hall fuddenly 
come to his temple, even the meflenger of the co- 
venant, whom'ye delight in ; behold he fhall come, 
faith the Lord of Hofts.”’ is A 

Il. God will be fought unto, that he may come 
and vifit his church, : 

-* The Lord whom ye feek ; the meffenger af 
the covenant whom ye delight in’’.. Agreable to 
thefe words, we read that before the coming of 
our Saviour, there were fome who were devoted 
to his fervice, who earneftly looked for his appear- 
ing. Chrift’s forerunner prepared the hearts of 
feveral for his reception. Among others, there 
was good old Simeon, who waited for the 
confolation of Ifrael. And there was Anna, of the 
tribe of Afher, “who departed not from the tem- 

: ple, 


* Solomon's Song. 
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ple, but ferved God with faftings and prayers night 
and day”. Thefe fought the Lord and according 
to their defires they were permitted to depart in 
peace : “For their eyes had feen his falvation’’. * 
In every dark period of the church there are fome 
names which are found faithful ; who are con- 
 ftantly waiting upon God with an humble, firm, 
confidence in his goodnefs, and merciful defigns 
to his church. He expects his people to wait thus 
patiently upon him, and acknowledge him ‘as the 
only repairer of breaches, who can reftore again 
their wafte and defolate places. When God was 
about te yilit his people Ifrael with the moft. pre- 
‘cious temporal and fpiritual bleflings, he fays, «1 
will yet for this be enquired of, by the houfe of I{rael 
to do it for them”. + Before Chrift’s merciful re- 
turn to vifit his heritage, he fends down his holy 
Spirit into the hearts of his children, te excite lon- 
ging defires after his gracious approach, The mo- 
tives of our Lord’s return to his temple, after the 
primary defign of difplaying the divine Glory, 
are the tears and fupplications of his people. 
Ill. Chrift frequently comes to his chureh in 
the Majefty of Judgments. : 
When his fpecial prefence has been for a fed- 
fon withdrawn, his church grows corrupt. Ma- 
ny unworthy practices and many unworthy pro- 
feflors creep in, His childrén become loofe and 
negligent in their lives, and bring difhonour up- 
on his name and ordinances. After a feries of 
mercies, they are often remils in their walk ; re- 
turn again to the pollutions of the world; and 
are proud and forgetful of the rock of their falva- 
tion. Thus they tarnifh the beauty of the tem- 
ple and give occafion to the enemies of the Lord 
to 
* Luk. 2, + Back. 3% 37¢ © 
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to blafpheme ; to defpife God; and refufe his 
worthip. Hereby he is lightly fpoken of by thofe 
who are without. Chrift therefore. comes with 
the fan in his hand ; to purge his church ; to fepa- 
rate between the precious and the vile; the gold 
and the drofs. He fends his judgments abroad 
in the earth, that men may learn righteoufneis, * 
God’s children are chaftized for forfaking him, 
for their worldlinefs ; for their pride and carnal 
fecurity. The dead, formal and hypocritical, he 
will by his great feverity bring to fubmit to his 
righteoufnels, or otherwife burn them in the fire 
of his jealoufy, and confume them as the alloy in 
the refining of filver. To effect thefe holy purpo- 
fes the church is caft into tribulation ; and this 
will often bring on apoftacies, whereby the cor- 
rupt are through fear er malice induced to_for- 
fake the congregation of God’s people ; or God’s 
people are induced to forfake the. wicked. -Here- 
by the ends of divine judgments are morg effectu- 
ally anfwered. Thofe who have not the root of 
grace abiding in them, are ready to apoitatize from 
the truth, when they can thereby efcape fome 
temporal calamity, or fecure any confiderable}good, 
This method therefore God adopts to prove men, 
whether or not his fear be inthem; whether they can 
ftand the teft of the fire, and come forth pure gold. 
Another defign of Providence herein, is fuita- 
bly to humble a people, and fit them rightly to 
prize the favour and protection of heaven. Good 
obtained through fuffering, is much the moft de- 
lightfome. And when.judgments preceed mer- 
cies, God’s children will become truly dependant, 
fubmiflive and thankful to him. They who have 
the moft diftinguifhed reward are thofe who have 
come 
* Iai, 26. 9s 
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come out of great tribulation. Thefe have white 
robes, and palms in their hands, the ‘enfigns of 
their victory. * ‘There are, therefore many weighty 
and neceflary reafons why Chrift'in a time of deep 
declenfion, fhould come-to ‘his churchin-the wa 
of judgments. ‘The moft excellent defign hereof 
is, ‘© That he may purify the fons of Levi,-andren- 
der the offering of Judah and Jerufalem pleafant 
unto the Lord ” +. “Again, 
IV. It ‘is high matter of comfort in the midft of 
fevere trials, that God often gracioufly appears for 
his church in the way Judgment. pes TE 
Were divine judgments always a token of 
God’s leaving his church and people, believers and 
all others, would be caft into a moft dreadful 
plunge upon the approach of calamity. “But the 
hiftory of divine providence fhews that God is a- 
verfe from giving up his people ; that his correc- 
tions are very commonly the ftripes of a Father : 
And that nothing but a feries of obftinate rebelli- 
on againit repeated mercies and chaftifements, ‘will 
induce him to caft off forever. Therefore when 
his judgments are abroad, we may hope that it is, 
‘that the inhabitants of the world may learn righ- 
teoufnefs ¢. That he is endeavouring to reclaim 
and -bring to repentance a revolting people. —Al- 
though judgments are an invariable fign of fome 
wrong conduct; yet the faithful are allowed, yea 
itis their bounden duty to hope, that Chrift is 
coming to his church to purify it; to purge away 
- the tin, and cleanfe it from wrinkles and blemithes : 
‘That he is acting the refiner, and the fuller, and 
is determined to fanctify unto himfelf a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works, : 
iss . When 


* Rev, 7. 9. T Context ver, 3, 4. T Ifa, 26. 9. 
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When therefore God’s arm is ftretched out, let 
repentance mitigate his anger, and hope eftablifh 
the foul, that good days are yet to come, wheri he 
hath fufficiently purified the houfe of Levi and the 
houfe of Judah. Itis high ground of joy and 
thankfulnefs, that he who is head over ail things 
for the church, over-rules every affliction and dif- 
trefs for his own glory, in the peace and enlarg- 
ment of his heritage. ; Sere 

ft have concluded the .general truths which I 
purpofed to confider from the text ; I proceed to’ 
apply them; 
ST APP LEC LE Low: 

Ufe i. Itis of infinite importance to every of 
us to be prepared in this day of declenfion, for the 
coming and appearance of our Lord to his church. 

The Prophet who wrote our text, gives us an 
example in fome who lived in a feafon of dege- 
neracy. “* Then they that feared the Lord fpake 
often orie to another; and the Lord hearkened, 
and heard it : Anda book of remembrance was 
written before him for them that feared the Lord, 
and that thought upon his name. And they fhall 
be mine, faith the Lord of hofts, in that day when 
IT make up my jewels ; and I will {pare them as.2 
inan f{parcth his own fon that ferveth him” *. 

We fhall all be fpeedily called te meet our Lord - 
in _theway of death ; if not in lis judgments in 
this world. It is highly important theretore, that 
we have our lamps trimmed and burning, with oil 
therein, that we. may be ready to go forth at any 
watchin the night. And _ befide, thofe who live 
4n fuch a feafon of declenfion as the prefent, may 
be called to fevere trials of their faith in this life. 

It 
® Mal, 3. 16, 17, 
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Itis, therefore, no finall thing which I enjoin, 


that we gird up the loins of our minds, and pres 
pare for the confi. God may prove us, whe. 
ther we be wheat or chaff; whether we be refia 


ned. or teprobate filver. We may be called to *’ : 


fhaking and perplexity of rations; to the waves 


and fea roring. He who ftandeth upon the cir- 


cuit of eternity, alone knows the events which 
await us. It is certainly our duty and intereft to 
be up, and preparing for the worft: And this, 
by every man’s mourning for his own fins; 
reforming his life-; putting on faith, patience, 
fortitude ; and_by a good example, and pious con- 
verfation, commending repentance and reformation 
to all about him. It would be a moft deplorable 
condition, for any of us, to be marked out as the 
objects of divine wrath, as the drofs, which Chrift 
fhall purge from his church. -Apoftacy is a fear- 
ful judgment : Nothing is more to be deprecated 
than falling beneath God’s hand, when it is lifted 
up for the correétion of his heritage. Let us there- 
fore be in readinefs, that we be not furprized into 
any thing difhonorable to ourfelves, or our chrif- 
tian profeffion. In thofe who are fitted for the 
conflict, it fhall only burn up the wood, hay and 
ftubble ; the gold, filver, and precious ftones fhall © 
remain. Therefore fet each one,himfelf upon im- 
mediate and diligent preparation. 

Ufe 2. We have abundant reafon to think, that 
as he hath already appeared fo, the Lord purpofes 


~ hereafter to come.to his church in this land, with 


fevere Judgments. 

We cannot, nor date we deny that we have grie- 
voully apoftatized from the God of our fore-fathers. 
The ftory of our obligations to heaven, for merciful 
interpofitions, would exceed the limits of this dif- 

: ~ courte. 
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 courfe. To forget a God, who hath fo wonder. 


_ fully faved us, and enlarged our borders, and given — 

us fuch precious priviledges in this good and 
large land, is bafe ingratitude, and merits his chaf- 
tifing rod. Accordingly, he hath holden it over — 
us, and threatens ftill further to punifh our back- 


fliding. It is no lefs a calamity, than an evidence | 
of our fin, that his holy fpirit hath fo vifibly de- 


~ parted from us, in his gracious operations upon the — 


hearts of men. . Added to our guilt, we have fur. — 
ther evidences of God’s purpofe to afflict and pu- — 


_ rify us. 


He hath fuffered amongft us luxury, Iuft and — 
diffipation. And he hath hkewife, asa righteous — 
punifhment of our difobedience to his laws, rai- — 
fed up adverfaries againft this land. Men who — 


have had defigns of their own, incompatible with 
the general interefts of the Britifh empire, moved 
with a jealoufy of the liberties of the American 
Colonies, which ftand fo much in the way of their 
_ambition, have, by the fufferance of God’s holy 
_ providence, been able to procure meafures, wholly 
repugnant to the civil rights of the inhabitants of 
this country. The Britifh adminiftration by the 
force of great abilities, perverted to bafe purpofes, 
and by their command of the national treafure, have 
influenced the Parliament to enact the moft grie- 
vous edicts againft us. Laws made, with the 
feigned pretence of protecting and fecuring us, 
and for the fupport of civil government, have 
been the moft dire¢t invafion of our property, and 
fubverfive of every idea of Englifh freedom. — 
They have been permitted to lay us under tri- 
bute, when we have not even a diftant reftraint 
upon them. So far are we from having any voice 


in the Levies which are made, that our fituation is 
fo 
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fo diftant from them, that they cannot even hear 
our groanings under oppreflion. We cannot re- 
cieve one kind word, to footh our aching hearts. 
They have applied our monies for the purpofe of 


fupporting * civil officers independant of our . 


grants, thereby till further to detach from our 
intereft men who have never, as I may appeal to 
every one, fhewn any fuch + fond attachment to 
the people as in the leaft to prejudice the Crown. 
Thus have they endeavoured, to make the interefts 


of the Governor and Judges as diftinét, feparate, © 


yea oppofite to the people as poflible. { Not only 
fo, they have erected new, unufual and unconttitu- 
tional Courts of Admiralty, with the moit exorbi- 
tant powers, tothe high prejudice of the King’s 
faithful and loyal fubjects in thefe colonics. ae? 

: have 


* ‘Witnefs, the exorbitant Penfions given to the Governor, and 
Lieutenant Governor, and the Juttices of the Superior Court, 
out of the American Revenue. 


‘+ The Advocates for the independency of civil Officers upon 
the People, have never attempted to produce «a fingle in- 
ftance, wherein thofe Officers while fupported from the free 
Gifts of the People, have by this their dependance, been {werved 
from an induftrious, perfevering maintenance of the royal 
Prerogative. This is an argument, either of their unparallel led 
difintereftednefs ; or that their appointment by the King, and 
removal at his Pleafure, are at leaft a counterbalance to the 


People’s Power of giving, or withholding their fupport. . 


Thofe who while dependant upon the Grants of our Afiemblies 
for their Salaries, have never fhewn an overweaning affection, 
for the claims of the People will not have very firong temp- 


tations thereto, when not only their appointment and conti->. 


nuance in Office ; but the Profits thereof, are altogether in 
the Hands of the King’s Minifters of State. if 


¢ See the Proceedings of the Continental Congrefs held 1774. 
Hartford Edition, Page 7 & 21, 22, & 32. 
: 
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have conflituted a * board of commiffioners with 
acommiffion fo extraordinary, that it cannot be 
arallelled fince the deftruction of the ftar cham- 
er, and the high commiflion Court fet up by 
Queen Elizabeth. They have taken from our ge- 
neral affemblies the priviledge of free deliberation : 
Diffolved them from acting like honeft men. They 
have refufed us the priviledge to make petitions 
for redrefs ; and have termed our decent remon- 
Rtrances againft our burdens feditious. They have 
fent over armies to be quartered upon a free pea- 
ple, in dire¢t oppofition totheir wiihes and privi- 
ledges ; and this, to keep inawea people who have 
laboured, who have ¢ fought and bled for them. 
They have armed the foldiery to butcher our bre- 
thren in our ftreets |. They have blocked up the 
harbour 
* This Board among other inquifitorial Powers, hath authority 
‘to appoint at Pleafure, any numberof under Officers at ee 
fure, to fix their refpective Salaries ; at pleafure to difpofe of 
the Monies in their Cheft, without once being liable to a 
Profecution in any Court whatever, for mifapplication or 
embezzlement of the Revenue. The whole Penalty of Malfea- 
fance is removal from Office 3 when without being fubject to 
enquiry, they may go off loaded with the fpoils of our Mer- 
chants induftry. They may carry away thoufands from the 
Revenue Cheft, andcan never be fummoned upon an examie 
nation. According to the plenitude of their Powers, they had 
(as Iwas credibly informed) before the Port of Bofton was 
fhut up, created not lefs than 200 under-officers for that Port, 
-and given them very ample Provifions out of the Taxes laid 
upon our Trade. No wonder to fee the neat produce of the 
American Revenue amounting to eighty-four Pound fterling 
“per Annum ! ; ; 
+ Particularly in feveral Expeditions to Nova-Scotia, Canada, 
and the Ifland:of Cuba : In the Conqueft of Annapolis, Lou~ 
ifbourgh, the Havannahand Canada. The profits. of which 
acquifitions have mofily centered in Britain. Not to namé¢ 
our many expenfive and bloody Indian Wars, whereby not 
only our Borders ‘are enlarged, but their Riches and Power 
abundantly augmented. m 
¢ The Maffacre in King-Street Bofton, on the 5th of Marek 
1779, by a party ofthe zgth Regiment, 
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harbour of our great trading town, fornothin g but E 


the forcible oppofition, which a few individuals 


made to their attempts to enflave us : And becaufe 
the ground of contention was not at that” timre~ 


removed, by one who had it in his power, and was 
under the ftrongeft obligations to remove it ; they 
have placed a garrifon in our metropolis, for no 
other crime, but their generoufly diftinguifhing 
themfelves as enemies to tyrannic meafures. Ad- 
ded. to this, they have in a great meafure taken 
away the chartered rights of this province, which 
hath as jut claims to their favour and protection, . 
as any of her fifter colonics on the oe 
They have made unjuft alterations in the courle 
of civil trials ; and given the governor a power 
as exorbitant, as that of a general at the head of 
his army in time of war. They have annihilated 
one branch of our legiflative council : And by the 
regulations refpecting Town Meetings, laid a moft 
cruel burden upon all our towns, and extended 
without limitation, the boundaries of the Gover- 
nor’s authority. You may not repair an high. 
way without his permiffion. -But what isthe 
worft part of the whole, they have put the reli- 
gious eftablifhment of the Province into his hand. 
You ean fettle no. minifter but of that . perfuafion 
which he fhall chufe. Thefe things. are obvious 
upon the flighteft attention to the Act, * Thus 
are your liberty and religion laid at the footftool 
of a Governor. And then to enforce. thefe, acts 

aforefaid, 


* The regulating Act for this Province, together with. two 
‘others paffed by the Parliament in their laft Seflions, were 
grounded upon ex parte eyidence. The people of Bafton sand the 
Province, were. never fu moned to make’ their defence. They 
wére proceeded againft without legal evidence, and ‘ins dire& 

: oppofition 
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“aforefaid, they have. made another law in their’ 


laft feffions, to fcreen murderers in this province 
from public juftice. * But that which fhews in 
it’s true light, their defperate defign, is their efta- 

; blifhment 


eppofition to every ufage of law. In the one cafe, the pro- 
perty of twenty thoufand freemen, were put abfolutely into. 
the hands of the King and his Miniftry. There are no condi- 
tions and limitations in the Bill, by which, after every poffi- 
ble conceifion which fovereigaty could demand, they can have 
the leaft fecurity of being ever reftored to the poifeffion of 
their Eftates and Privileges. And all this was. inflicted while 
they were unheard.—-As for the regulating Bill ; the Charter 

uncil of the Province is abolifhed, from the plea of con- 


0 
aie Not a fingle example is pretended to be alledged, - 


wherein the Affembly have ever chofen a Member, whom they 


had not aright to elect, and who was not qualified by Char-, 


ter to be one of the Board. Nor have they pointed out any 
inftances of their Male Adminiftration. A new Council is ap- 
. pointed, with fcarce a fhadow of that antient authority which 
refided in the conftitutional Council, as a check upon the 
arbitrary proceedings of the Governor..————It is a notori- 
ous faét, that the Juries of this Province, have time immemo- 
rial, been exemplary for a faithful difcharge of their truft. 
But it was convenient, that they fhould be more in the pow- 
er of the Governor’s Sheriff, although nothing was alledged 
or could be alledged againft the manner of their appointment 
by the Provincial Laws. 

By the claufe refpecting Town-Meetings, the Governor's war- 
rant is neceffary, to render valid any Town Votes, excepting 
merely in the choice of Town Ofkcers, and Reprefentatives, 
Not a farthing can be raifed to pay falary Men, or any other 
town debts. Should the Governor entertain any diflike to a 
Man’s religious or civil principles, it is only to give his ne- 
gative, and he muft be forever deprived of his living--So that 
although you may choofe Town-Officers, yet you cannot pro- 
ceed one ftep further in either civil or religious matters, only by 
his Fiat. Even the poor, diftreffed Canadians, may make 


By-Laws; but we cannot put a Plank into a broken Bridge. . 


* The evident defign of the AG, entitled an AQ for the better 
Adminiftration of Juftice, was to convey away their inftru- 
ments, when guilty of Felony, beyond the reach of a legal 
Profecution and Conviction, 


» 
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blifhment of a religion upon our backs, which 
every one who is in the leaft acquainted with it, 
knows to be fubverfive not only of. all other re- 
~ ligion, but of all civil government. — 
Thefe things being enumerated, it is but ¢fi- 
fling, to fpeak of the invafion of private property ; 
“the commitment of individuals, without the au- 
thority of any pretended law ; and under the 
‘form ‘of law, invefting the Caftle, one great bul- 
‘-wark of the province. - £ 
This is a true reprefentation of facts, witho 
exaggeration. - 
hefe are facts, which cannot foberly b a 
ed. This is the protection, which we have been ie 
taught to expect from the Britifh miniftry. 
Thefe are the rewards which they have given 
us, for our vigorous exertions to advance their 
wealth, and increafe the laurels of the Britifh arms. 
Thefe are what are called by minifterial writers, 
our imaginary burdens. Our apprehenfions from 
thefe things, are termed imaginary fears. They 
have not been afhamed to fay, that we are in no 
real danger of oppreftion ; that we have no caufe 
of fear ; that they have no defign to “injure us. 
Thus have they derided our forrow, and infulted 
our underftanding. “ For it was not an enemy 
that reproached me ; then I could have borne it; 
neither was it he that hated me, that did magnify 
himfelf againft me; then! would have hid my- 
felf from him: But it was thou, a-man, mine 
equal, my guide, and mine ‘ acquaintance. ” * 
s Falfe wituefles did rife up ; they laid to my 
charge things that I knew not. They rewarded 
meé evil for good, to the {poiling of my foul. But 
 WOrn om 
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_as-for me, when they were fick, my cloathing was 
fackcloth : 1 humbled my foul with fafting, and 
my prayer returned into mine own bofom. Ibe-. 
haved myfelf, as though he had been my friend 
-or brother: I bowed down heavily, as one that 
-mourneth for his mother ” *. 

But this is not the conclufion of God’s judg- 
ments againftus. For fince the beginning of this 
unhappy controverfy, many rafh violent and un- 
juftifiable meafures, have been taken by fome a- 
mongit ourfelves. In the heat of paflion, and under 

e madnefs of oppreflion, many injurious attacks 
*. been made, upon the perfons and properties 
of our fellow fubjects. And however thefe can- 
not juftify the proceedings againft us, yet they 
have been greedily catched at, as an handle. In 
thefe things therefore, we have been permitted to 
become enemies te ourfelves. Even the burden 
of our oppreflion, and the threatnings levelled 
againit us, cannot. excufe fuch criminal exceffes. 
.And how are we now diftrefled, by the tumult 
and confufion of our public affairs. And we 
have not. alittle to fear, from the new attacks of 
_thofe who are contending againit us. As in times 
pait, they . will {till attempt to bring us to facrifice 
our liberties by high threats, bold aflaults, and the 
voice of terror ;fome they may endeavour to 
footh intotame and fervile compliances. I doubt 
not they will employ their Treafury, their Army, 
their Navy, their, Authority, their Promifes to 
terrify fome, and to allure others into a confent to 
wear the chains. Nay. we cannot doubt of a defiga 
of letting loofe our natural and inveterate enemies 
againft us. They may attempt, and God only 
-knows whether they will fucceed in it, to revive 

the 
W Pla. 35. 11, 12,13, Ihe 
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the late tragedy acted upon us by the Indians 
and Canadians, of dafhing our little ones and rip- 


ping up the women with child. Thisis no zma- 
- ginary Fear: For the Quebec Bill was made, as 
it was faid in Parliament, and has been repeatedly 
avowed fince, in order > be a curb upon the lic 


 eentioufnefs of the other colonies. By which we 
- are to underftand, that the Bill Was framed for 


a reftraint upon the freedom, and liberties of the 
antient Englith colonies.-We cannot conjecture, 
how far God will faffer us to be afflicted. It is 
beft that the future defigns of heaven fhould be 
a fecret, that our faith, patience, and fortitude, 
may have a fuitable trial and exercife: There. 
may probably be frequent and great changes in 
our affairs. At times, our hopes will be led to 
keep up our vigorous endeavours ; and then a 
cloud be caft over us, to -exercife our refignation 
to truft in God. One while, perhaps, the caufe 
May appear defperate, and we fhall give all over 
for loft: We may be threatned with confifcation 
of eftates, with halters and military execution. 
It is poflible that fome of our trading towns, may. 
by treachery and violence, be brought to pafs un- 
derthe yoke. There may be a defection among 


- ourfelves. Undoubtedly, attempts are ufing and. 
willbe ufed,to divide and diftrac& our counfels. 


They will ftrenuoufly endeavour to break the. 
happy union of the Colonies, and prevent the full 
operation of the aflociation entered into, by the 
general Congrefs. They may refufe thofe mea-, 


 fures, however prudent, juft and pacific they cer- 


tainly are. If they can effect a difunion, a viola- 
tion of the peaceable meafures propofed, they may 
bring on blood-fhed. Otherwife this evil would . 
moit probably be avoided—But the Minifiry may 
Dp firike 
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ftrike fome bold ftroke, before the effects of the gé- 
neral aflociation are felt by the people in Britain (té 
whofe liberties they are no better friends than they 
are to ours)—Thefe things I mention before hand, 
as what may come to pais, that when they do come, 
you may not faint in the confli&. And as 2 mo- 
tive to your figdfaftnefs, and confidence in God, 
you may. depend on it fora certainty, that wher 
your civil liberty is once gone, your religion will 
be driven into corners. And nothing will await us, 
but filver chains for Great flaves, and iron yokes 
for the reft of us.—Thefe are not the fears and 
dangers of Fancy. They are real, fubftantial evils, 
Which will always be dreaded and refifted by brave’ 
and géod men. However from our natural love’ 
of cafe, We may flatter ourfelves with peace, thefe 
dangers cannot be winked out of fight by any of 
us. The prefent fyftem of colony-adminiftration’ 
if purfued and fucceeded, will leave us and our 
potterity for man# generations, to fetters ; without 
property, without feeling, without virtue and with- 
out religion. Therefore it concerns every man of 
us, as we love our God, our Country, ourfelves 
and our pofterity, that we do not by defection, o1 
inactivity, confpire to bring all thefe mifchiefs up- 
on this land. { fpeak plainly, froth a fenfe of du- 
ty as a chriftian, and a member of the communi- 
ty : We know not how foon the lips of the faith- 
ful may be fealed up. Therefore Fiay again, pre- 
pare for the conflict, which we may have when’ 
Chrift fhall cometo his tempie. But again laftly, 

Ufe 3. We have abundant reafon of thankigiv- 
ing this day, for the evidence afforded us, that 
Chrift will finally vifit thefe churches of our land, 
with his favour and peace. 


‘The grounds of this confolation arenot our ge- 
nerat 
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 meral eoodnels ; ; not from our own ftrength ; not 
from the relentings of our oppreffors , “not that: 
' we are able to rival the army, the navy and the. 
-wealth of Britain, The difficulties now fubfifting 
will not eafily {ubfide. Nor can I think, that this 
country will foon be brought ‘to thackles. The 
foundation of our hope is, that God is merciful, 
and we are called by his Name. *And many g vod. 
ly people, however we have declined, and ote 
withftanding the derifion which our enemies may 
make of our prayers, are yet. in the mjdft of us, 
who depart not from the temple, but are humbly 
waiting day and night, for the confolation of If 
rael. We may not fear the boafted omnipotence 
of Parliament, fo long as we have a refource in the 
omnipotence of heaven. Yor who hath any might 
againft our King. He delighteth to fave the op- 
prefled, and how ealily doth he carry headlong, 
the devices of the crafty ? Although ‘we are great = 
finners, yet by repentance, and. truft in God, we 
may hope, that he will deliver us.—For as to men, 
our caufe is good. Our adyerfaries have: been the 
Aggreffers. Our burdens are likewife great, and 
threatning ; and to the cries of thofe, ons are 
groaning under fuch heavy affli@tions, the ears of 
fhe Lord of Sabbaoth, are ever apen.  Chrift will 
maintain his Church: He will glorify his long- 
fuffering towards it. And as the Gofpel hath not 
been continued to this country, fo long as he is 
wont to continue it with a pr ofefling people ; and 
as the method of divine Providence, is to grant ° 
a feries of mercies and judgments, for the trial and 
reformation of his covenant people, fo we may 
ftill humbly hope that the Lord will yet again return 
to his temple in thisland. As public religion can- 
_ not flourifh without civil liberty ; fo God will a. 
gain teftore us to our rights, Further . ® 
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Further to eftablith a firm reliance upon heaven, 
I might point you to various nations, much weak. 
er than we are, and affaulted by foes no lefs pow: 
erful, who by the goodnefs of God, have been the 
fuccefsful maintainers of their privileges. As a 
{pecimen of many others. take the following ex- 
amples. 

.When Ifrael was greatly impoverifhed, becaufe 
of the Midianites, and cried unto the Lord, the 
Lord heard them, and raifed up Gideon to be their 
faviour. And he blew a trumpet, and the people 
were gathered after him. But when the people 
were too many for the Lord to deliver the Midi- 
anites into their hands, he chofe out from amongtt 
them three hundred men. With thefe Gideon 
came upon the Midianites and the Amalekites, and 
the children of the eaft country who lay along the 
valley, like grafshoppers for multitude, and their 
camels were without number, as the fand of the 
fea fhore for multitude, 

And they cried, “ the fword of the Lord and of 


Gideon.” “And the Lord fet every man’s fword a- 


gainft his fellow, even throughout all the hoft : 
and they were overthrown with a very great 
flaughter. Thus was Midian fubdued before It. 
rael, fothat they lifted up their heads no more. 
And the country was in quictnefs forty years. * 
After Nehemiah had obtained a decree from the 
King of Perfia, to rebuild the walls of Jerufalem, 
and had fet forward the work ; the enemies of 
the Jews were very wroth, and took great indigna- 
tion and, mocked them, and practifed to put them 
in fear, and divert them from their holy purpofe. 
And Sanballat faid before his brethren, What do 
thefe feeble Jews ? will. they fortify themfelves? 


will 
* Judges 6, 7, & 8. Chap, 
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will they facrifice ? will they make an endin a day ? 
will they revive the ftones out of the heaps of the 
rubbifh which are burnt ? Now Tobiah the Am- 
monite was by him, and he faid, even that which 
they build, ifa fox go up, he fhall even break down 
their tone wall. * But notwithftanding all their 
{coffings and artifices, Nehemiah by his ftedfaft« 
nefs and perfeverance, finifhed the walls in fifty 
and two days. 

When Phillip reigned in Spain, the Netlterlands 
were under his dominion : But being induced by 
the counfels of wicked minifters, he abufed his pow- 
er, and made an attack upon the liberties of thofe 
Provinces : He attempted to introduce the inqui- 
fition, and other jnnovations amongft them. He 
had all the ftrength of the large Kingdom of Spain, 
all the wealth of the new world which was then 
but lately difcovered, and brought immenfe reve- 
nues to the crawn. In confidence of faccefs, he 
made war upon the turbulent, rebellious Hollan- 
ders, as they were termed by Phillip’s courtier.— 
The Dutch lay under thedifadvantage of being ac- 
ceflible in every part of their country, by their‘ca- 
nals : They had to ftruggle with a very powerful 


~ intereft, which Spain had within their own walls ; 
‘Their leaders were taken off by treachery and 


private aflaflination : In the midft of their conteft, 
they were deferted by ten of the provinces. Se- 
ven only remained : They were almoft unaflifted 
by any ather powers: And yet the good God of 
heaven carried them through all thefe, and count- 
lefs other difficulties ; and rewarded their ftruggle 
with the eftablifhment of the reformation and their 
own liberties. And they have fince become one of 
the mof powerful and flourifhing flates in Europe. 


* Neh, Chap. 4. An ufeful parallel mightbe drawn from 
this Part of facred Hiftory, : 


he 
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I will point you to an inftance nearer home. 

In the arbitrary reign of James 2d. Sir Edmund 
Androfs was fent with an armament, to take pof- 
feflion of the Charters.and Government of the New- 
England colonies ; to overthrow their civil and 
religious rights ; and fet up Popery and arbitrary 
power. The land was covered with a cloud of 
midnight darknefs. Our prefent diftreffes, great 
as they are, are much inferior to theirs. Theirnew 
Governor executed his. commiffion with rigour. 
Nothing to human appearance awaited this coun 
try, but flavery and perfecution frgm the Man of 
Sin. But God moved the hearts of our pious 
Fore-fathers, to ufe fome refolute attempts, for the 
recovery of their loftyprivileges, and fo blefled their 
endeayours, in bringing about the glorious revo- 
lution, as to fecure this land in the pofleffion of 
their liberty and religion, until of thefe late years, 
they have been unhappily made the fubje@s of a 
new and bold attack. * 

As there feldom ever wasa nation, who in the 
Depipning of oppreflion were more violently affaul- 
ted, than we have been ; {9 Hiftory does not af. 
ford us 3 fingle inftance, wherein fuch a number 
of people, refolutely oppofed to flavery, have been 
foon reduced under the yoke. It is no {mall mat- 
ter ofcomfort to us, that God will probably fruftrate 
the counfels of thofe, who have calléd in the aid of 
a religion, in a peculiar manner accurfed by him. 

‘Their affociations with the Man of Sin, to lay 
wafte the liberties of this country, will caufe their 

ee fhips 
* The four examples given as inftances of God’s gracious inter- 

pofition to aid the virtuous endeavours of a People, to main- 
tain their civil and religious immunities, are probably vety 
different in manner of expreflion from the. original difcourfe, 
as the Author depended merely upon Memory in perufing 
them for the Prefs. ? z 
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‘thips with Jehofaphat’s, fobebroken at Ezion-Geber. 


However the Quebec Bill may at prefent appear 
to bea very unfavourable circumftance, yet I verily 
believe, that under God, it fhall be one great means — 
of our deliverance.—Let me therefore exhort you; . 
to humble yourfelves before God for your fins, 
the caufe of his permitting thefe judgments to fall 
upon us. Repent of aif your iniquities ; truft in 
the Lord, and be Of good courage. Put away the 
vices of the land. Live fru’galiy and temperately ; 
deal juftly ; do violefce to no many Let the eter- 


ial Laws of Juftice, be the guide of your whole 


conduét. Let each one refolve to ufé economy in 
his drefs, at his table, and towards his vifitants. 
This private ceconomy, and felf-denial, joined with 
induftry, and a public fpirit, will enable us to go’ 
chearfully through the burdens of our neceflary, 

public expences. ea 
Upon our faithful adherence to that plan, devi- 
fed by the united wifdom of thefe Colonies, much 
under God depends. ‘Thereby we have fome well- 
rounded hope, of efcaping from greater confufion 
and blood-fhed. Our defection herein, may here- 
after juftly fill us with deep remorfe, that we have 
been inftrumental, either in forging chains for ony 
country, or in bathing her bofom in the precious 
Blood of our’ fellow-fubjeéts.- —— But efpecially, 
while we renounce any fecure confidence in hu- 
man help ; let our eyes be directed to the Great 
Saviour of New-England; ufe faithfully the means 
which Providence hath put into our hands for 
deliverance ; nor fuffer ourfelves by treachery, by 
cowardice, by flattery and falfe hopes, to betray 
our unalienable property, in our conftitution and 
religion. In this cafe we need not fear the 
wrath 
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wrath or fubtilty of Man. ‘“Truft in him at 
all times, ye people ; pour out your hearts before 
him : God is a refuge for us, Selah. Surely men 
of low degree are vanity, and men of high de- 
ree a lie. God hath fpoken once ; twice have I 
heard this, That power belongeth unto God.” * 
Truft therefore in the Lord at all times ; and 
he fhall fecure you from the force and wiles of op- 
preflors.. He fhall give wifdom nd efficacy to 
your ceunfels : He fhall fortify your hearts as 
dangers may arife. He fhall teach you hardinefs as - 
good foldiers : He fhall blefs you, and increafe 
you like a flock in the midft of your afflictions : 
He fhall bring confufion into the counfels of thofe 


- who imagine evil devices againft you. And how: 


ever he may for a feafon caft you into tribulation, 
to purge and purify you, yet the Lord fhall fud- 
denly come to his temple. For he is a merci- 
ful God and gracious. 

Fear not, little flock;'for it is your Fathers 
good pleafure to give you the Kingdom. + 


* Pfal, 62, + Luk. 12. 32. 
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